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NOTE: All questions addressed to “The Question Box” must be 
signed if they are to receive a reply. However, names will be withheld 
from publication if requested. Only the questions considered of 
general interest will be answered in the EVANGEL. 














I should like to know why pastors call themselves rev- 
erend. I find the word “reverend” only in Psalm 111:9, 
and it is a title belonging to Christ.—J. S. 


Reverend is a title of respect usually given to preachers 
by those who know them. No man is ever justified in 
calling himself reverend, for the term means “one who 
is revered or profoundly respected.” No humble man could 
call himself that, just as no modest person can refer to 
himself in any way that is highly complimentary. A min- 
ister should feel humbly grateful when someone else has 
esteem high enough to call him reverend, but it is much 
better for the minister to refer to himself as John Doe, 
pastor, or John Doe, minister. Most of the ministers I 
know sign their names in this manner when it is neces- 
sary for them to designate themselves as ministers, and 
never under any circumstances, verbal or written, refer 
to themselves as reverend. 





$ NOTICE TO MINISTERS ‘ 

All licensed ministers’ and exhorters’ certificates 
are void after December 31 unless RENEWED. See 
that your correct address is on the back of the certi- 
ficate and mailit to H. L. Chesser, General Secretary 
§ and Treasurer, now for RENEWAL. 
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SPECIAL FOR DECEMBER ONLY 

In a recent Editorial and Publications Board meeting, 
the Board authorized that we sell EVANGELS in rolls oi 
15, 25, 50, 75, 100 or more at 2 cents per copy. This special 
offer will be open only during the month of December. 
And, you must order on the yearly basis in order to re- 
ceive credit on the contest. For example, if you should 
like to have a roll of 15 EVANGELS coming to your 
church each week for one year, it will cost you $15. And, 
this special offer is for cash orders only. SEND YOUR 
ORDER TO US IMMEDIATELY. REMEMBER, THIS OF- 
FER IS FOR CASH ORDERS ONLY. 
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The Freshman Class ef Lee College will present 
THE CLOSED meee a drama in three acts, on 
December 11, 12, 1953, in the college auditorium. 
In this drama, Wilbur Braun tells the story of two 
families who have quarreled in years. The 
events which lead to bringing the two families to- 
gether form an interesting and stirring story 
revealing spiritual stren and human emetions 
in an exceptional way. lay also a its 
comical situations and iomuiliag characters. 

Playing the leading roles are Bonnie Sue Keeling 
and Ramona Davis as the Grey sisters. Charles 
Kilgore and L. C. Smith play opposite the sisters. 
Jim Brandt, Marie Sharp, and Martha Runion play 
the comedy roles. Other characters are Mildred 
Davidson, aaae’ Echols, Bobby Gallihar, and Bob 
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HUGH MEMBER 


By KENNETH MOORE 
Pastor, Lawrenceville, Illinois 


particular,” 1 Corinthians 12:27. Church members, 

because of their attitude and actions, can be 
placed in several different categories such as nonattend- 
ing, uninformed, nonsupporting, etc. When members first 
begin to slacken in their attendance, and then go back to 
services, they feel that they owe the pastor an apology. 
Many times they will tell him that they did not get to 
attend the last few services, but their spirits were there. 
We are sure it does not help a pastor’s inspiration to 
preach to a house full of spirits. The influence of the 
church suffers from the nonattending members, because 
it gives the lie to the pastor’s message if he preaches the 
truth. Then, the uniformed members who take no in- 
terest in the teachings of the church will soon become 
weak and sickly, and the church cannot prosper with 
dull minds who have neither knowledge nor vision. 

‘Then there is the nonsupporting member. A church is 
strong or feeble in proportion to its supporting members. 

When is a member not a member? When he is a non- 
supporting member. This does not mean money alone. 
Members are needed for their spiritual value. Gideon’s 
three hundred were stronger than the thirty-two thou- 
sand, because there was unity among them. Inconsistent 
members drag heavily on the influence of the church. 
Some people take the poorest specimen for an excuse, 
and claim that he blocks the door for them. Pretenders 
do weaken the influence of the church. He who professes 
with his lips and fails to practise with his life, a believer 
on Sunday and an infidel on Monday, praises God in the 
meeting place and profanes his name in the marketplace, 
is a stumbling block and a rock of offense. These in- 
consistencies speak so loudly that the world cannot hear 
what the church says. We sing, “Like a mighty army 
moves the Church of God,” but unlike a mighty army, 
the Church is made up of volunteers who are permitted 
to do much as they please. 

There are no conscripts; slackers are never disciplined; 
sleepers are never court-martialed; traitors are never 
shot. Disobedience is seldom considered a serious offense. 
After all, the Church is a human institution that must 
depend for its strength on the virtues of its members. All 
the promises of God are hers, but only in proportion to 
her sincerity and faithfulness can they be realized..God 
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble. We 
can begin to see how serious this matter is when we rea- 
lize that nearly half the population of the United States 
lare members of some church, and yet only eight percent 
of this population attend church services on Sunday 
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morning and less than three percent attend on Sunday 
night. 

There is almost 4 billion dollars spent each year for 
cigarettes. There is only one church for every 2,000 people, 
while there is one tavern for every 315 people. In the old 
days, there were 178,000 saloons where now there are 
nearly 500,000. We have 440,000 girls in college, while 
1,350,000 attend bars. People spend eight times more hours 
at movies than at Sunday School. As a nation, we spend 
$750 on pleasures, cosmetics, and amusements to every 
dollar given to foreign missions. So, if we are members 
of the Church, we should be good members, willing to 
accept our separate responsibilities. 

Many of the different church organizations take more 
interest in the clubs and socials in their churches than 
they do in revivals. And, as a result, revivals are over in 
many churches. 


MANY MINISTERS are hirelings who do not 
preach against sin today. They are afraid to preach the 
truth lest their congregations become offended. Everyone 
is declared to be a child of God and only need church 
membership to ready them for heaven. Churches enter- 
tain a few women, and féwer men. Old-time conversions 
are a memory. Children are “drafted” into the Church to 
make a show in membership, while the world flames 
with hatred, evidenced by the Korean War and deceit 
on every hand. 

If we have God’s favor and His power in our lives and 
in our preaching, then we must obey God. We must 
preach a positive gospel, and we must oppose false doc- 
trine. More spiritual power is needed, and spiritual pow- 
er is more than physical energy. It is good to be blessed 
with a strong body and mind, and a good personality will 
help, but the power of personality is not the power of the 
Spirit. A man may have “a strong intellect,” “an excellent 
memory,” “a vivid imagination,” “a systematic mind,” 
and the “gift of gab,” and not have God. Oh, how little 
power most of.us have! Powerless services, with so little 
of God and so much human! No power to refresh the 
saints! No power to put Holy Ghost conviction on the 
unsaved! No.power to pray seekers through when they 
come to the altar!.Read Psalm 66:3. No power to keep 
people from backsliding!, No wonder James said, “Cleanse 
your hands, ye sinners: purify your hearts, ye double 
minded”! We hold to too many things that keep us shorn 
of the power of God. There is a way of victory, but it is a 
hard way. Yet, it is also a glorious way. 


“Can ye not watch with me one hour?”—Jesus. 
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WHEN OTHERS FLEE 





By REV. JOSEPH L. MILLIGAN, 
State Sunday School Superintendent, North Alabama 


2 Samuel 23:10, “He arose, and smote the Philistines 
until his hand was weary, and his hand clave unto the 
sword: and the Lord wrought a great victory that day.” 


again, as always, tormenting God’s people. Will 

there be no cessation of these wars? On this par- 
ticular occasion they were arrayed against the Israelitish 
army at Pasdammim, fighting over a field of barley. 
The battle was waged with great fury, and, in the heat 
of the struggle, the Israelites fled. See them running 
through the rocks of the mountains and disappearing 
into the caves, flinging their swords away in complete 
surrender. What cowards! It’s so easy to run when the 
battle is hot, but it takes a warrior of unyielding in- 
trepidity to face the advancing enemy. Hear the ringing 
clang of the discarded sabers, the neighing of affrighted 
steeds of the cavalry, the groans of the maimed, and the 
triumphant laughter of the Philistine army, for GOD’S 
PEOPLE HAVE BEEN ROUTED! 

When the cause seemed lost, and the opposing forces 
were singing the song of victory, there came forth an 
unheard-of hero. It often takes calamity to reveal one’s 
true worth and character. How often has the voice of ca- 
tastrophe summoned forth the concealed capabilities of 
men and women! The commanding cry of peril has 
caused many soldiers to step forth from the ranks of 
obscurity and mount the steed of authority. And here he 
is—Eleazar, the son of Dodo. What an inglorious name! 
And who is Dodo, anyhow? It’s just another case of an 
unsung hero dwelling among the tents of the common 
folk. The number of unknown heroes is legion. 

As Eleazar’s scrutinizing eye surveyed the field of bat- 
tle, it observed defeat on every side. He watched his fellow 
soldiers flee among the rocky crags of the distant slopes. 
He heard the wounded crying for water and medical at- 
tention. He looked about him and saw that all had re- 
treated but three of his comrades. Being determined to 
win, despite the hazard, he rallied his little group and 
into the field they went. Just four men against an army! 
How foolish can one get? How can he hope to win against 
such overwhelming odds? But, daring to believe in his 
God, he gave the command to charge, and charge they 
did! The steel sings as swords clash in the death-struggle. 

The wounded send up a wail of pain that pierces the 
heavens. Philistines are falling at every swing of Eleazar’s 
sword. Surely supernatural strength is infused into his 
arm, for God is on his side! It is safer to be in the 
minority with God’s approval upon you and your cause 
than to be with an innumerable, mechanized army with 
‘God against you. The last Philistine reels and falls under 
Eleazar’s unerring swing; the dying groans diminish; 
and the death hush covers the bloody field. The sky is 
suddenly darkened as vultures, sensing the odor of death, 
wing their way to the horrid scene and circle overhead, 
ready to swoop upon the slain. How significant—God’s 
enemies being fed as carrion to unclean fowl! 


Sf saan DETESTABLE Philistines! Here they are 
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Eleazar, completely exhausted, seeks a grassy mound 
for rest. As he lies down, he attempts to let go the sword, 
but, to his amazement, finds he cannot let go. He has 
gripped the sword so long and so tightly in battle that 
the wire around the hilt has cut its way into his hand, 
and the fingers have become set in their grasping posi- 
tion. The Bible describes it as “his hand clave unto the 
sword.” This is altogether probable, for many have ex- 
perienced a like sensation when, after having held a hoe, 
or shovel, the hand is reluctant to let go, the fingers be- 
ing set to the form of the handle. 


My TEXT THUNDERS into my ears the mes- 
sage that WE SHOULD DARE TO FIGHT ON EVEN IF 
OTHERS ARE QUITTING THE FIGHT. We all admit that 
these are perilous times. Christians engaged in full-time 
religious work are witnessing the greatest struggle today 
they have ever known. The effort that netted gratifying 
results years ago brings almost nothing today. Doors that 
would open with the slightest touch a decade ago are now 
shut tight to all religious influence. Our churches have 
been stricken with spiritual paralysis. 

When once we preached the simplest message of the 
“amazing grace” and gave invitation in the humblest 
manner to seek God, souls hastened to respond, and the 
altar was in reality a “mourner’s bench.” But put forth 
the same effort today and watch the results. Preach the 
same sermon, sing the same songs, plead in the same 
manner, and don’t be too much surprised if your altar is 
barren. I know of a certain church that had a “landslide 
revival” some twenty-five years ago. The entire little 
town was stirred, and souls were “added to the church 
daily.” Down through the years the evangelist for that 
meeting was almost deified by the members. 

A short time ago, because of the lack of spiritual life 
in the church, a decision was made to recall the evange- 
list that had brought them the great awakening of 
yesteryear. The call was made; the evangelist came; and 
the meeting was advertised widely. The writer lived just 
a short distance away and was privileged to attend the 
meeting quite frequently. I watched with intense interest 
the progress of the meeting. I wanted to know if revivals 
depended on colorful individuals or flashing personalities. 
I didn’t say “numerical increases”—I said “REVIVALS.” 
So, the meeting got under way. It was the same church, 
the same town, and mostly the same people, but the re- 
sults were nil. The meeting closed, and the evangelist 
went his way without much to report. They decided to 
try again, with the same evangelist, and another attempt 
was made, ending in the same manner. The third trial 
ended as the first two. They discovered that men do not 
bring revivals, that a moving of God’s Spirit comes not 
with the arrival of certain “personalities.” They learned 
that this is a difficult day, and the same methods em- 
ployed years ago bring less dividends today. 

Hell is belching forth trouble for the Church today. The 
army of iniquity is rolling up out of the pit to engage in 
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battle the army of righteousness, the souls of men and 
the Church itself being the battleground. In some places 
Satan roars as a lion, while in others he purrs as a kit- 
ten, working clandestinely among the children of men. 


@: insinuates himself into positions of power and then 


hamstrings the work. He is more subtle than any beast 
of the field, having had thousands of years of experience 
in his dastardly enterprise. He creeps stealthily into the 
hearts of men, and uses them in tearing down the altars 
of God. 

It is not the storms of persecution from the world 
that sinks the old gospel ship, but rather the mutiny on 
the part of the crew from within the vessel that scuttles 
her. The gallant ship may fight winds and waves for 
years and come through a thousand squalls without in- 
jury and then be sunk overnight by the subversive move 
of one member”or group of members. Judas has many 
imitators. Where is the pastor that has had reposed in 
him the responsibility of a sizeable congregation who has 
not witnessed in conferences, council meetings, and bus- 
iness sessions the slimy trail of the serpent? 

Were we not admonished to “watch and pray”? Why 
watch? Watch for what? The Master knew these things 
were coming, and that this age of apostasy would shake 
the foundations of our faith, thus the timely warning, 
“Watch and PRAY.” He is saying, in essence, “I know you 
will be tried as by fire. I can foresee the temptations 
and dangers of your age. I know you will be tempted to 
quit the battle, when you see others fleeing, but WATCH 
the enemy, and when you see him making inroads into 
the Church’s line of battle, SEIZE THE WEAPON OF 
PRAYER from God’s armory; stay in there and fight! 
The fact that others retreat is all the more reason for 
your becoming bolder. Watch the enemy’s strategy, re- 
cord his movements, strengthen the weak places in the 
lines, anticipate his» encroachments, unsheathe your 
sword, and charge ahead in my name.” 


ade 2 A SAILOR aboard a vessel in mid-sea went 
al6ft*to the captain’s cabin eager to announce what he 
thought was a terrible discovery. The captain received 
the excited seaman into his quarters and asked him why 
he was so upset. With trembling voice the lad exclaimed, 
“T have made a horrible discovery. I have found in the 
hold a peck of chaff mixed.with the wheat. It has dis- 
turbed me considerably, and I have decided that the only 
way to get rid of the chaff would be to throw overboard 
all‘our cargo of 5,000 bushels of wheat.” You can imagine 
the taptain’s reply. And;you know, there a lot of people 
today that are ready to throw overboard a lot of good, 
sincere people, just to rid us of a little chaff. 

‘Know ye not that in the last dread assize the breath 
of God ‘will be as a winnowing fan, purging the chaff 
from’ the wheat? The Bible again confirms this truth 
with the parable of the good man who sowed his wheat, 
and, while he slept, the enemy came and sowed tares 
amongst the wheat. The good man, when informed of 
the misdemeanor, instructed the servants to let the wheat 
and tares grow together, for, in pulling up the tares, 
good wheat would be injured, and, anyhow, the mistake 
can be corrected at harvest time when the tares will be 
tied in bundles and cast into the fire. Corrected at har- 
vest! 

You know, there are many things that will be corrected 
in the last great harvest. There are many injustices prac- 
tised against the innocent children of God that need rec- 
tification. The stern hand of judgment will smite so hard 
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THE PROMISE 
(I Cor. 10:13) 
A. M. Quick 


When enemies attack you blow on blow 

And all your substance falleth to the foe; 
When storm-clouds lower and devils you engage 
While loved ones die amid the tempest’s rage; 
When health doth fail and evil pains torment, 
When only ash-heap friends share your lament, 
And even when your best beloved shall cry, 
Integrity is vain, curse God, and die!” 
KNOW THIS: Our God is faithful, He will never 
Suffer temptation to exceed your power 
Through Him to find a way of safe escape, 

‘A fort impregnable, a mighty tower! 

Trust thou in God, the devil flees in shame 
And victory is yours in Jesus’ name! 
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the clenched, miserly fist of the mortgagee who fore- 
closed on widows and orphans that all his stocks, bonds, 
deeds, and titles will fall from his grasp and be lost for- 
ever, scattered irretrievably by the howling winds of the 
everlasting storm. In that awful day the pompous tyrants 
of the earth’s kingdoms will grow white with horror and 
fall prostrate before the King of Kings who sitteth upon 
the throne. What a picture—despots kneeling, lords con- 
fessing, kings repenting, dictators entreating, presidents 
supplicating, rulers beseeching—the potentates of the 
world’s governments holding prayer meeting! The 
searching light of judgment will reveal iniquitous secrets, 
illicit love affairs, underhanded motives of religious pre- 
tenders, when skeletons long hidden come dangling out 
of their closets. , 

Judgment will bring a reversal of many things—the 
righteous poor will become rich, and the ungodly. rich 
become paupers; the sinful ruler will dismount his throne 
to attend the elaborate coronation of one of his lowly 
subjects who had dared to worship the Jehovah-God, 
even under threatenings. The hand of tyranny will sur- 
render the scepter of authority to the hand of righteous- 
ness. The egotistical church-leader,. who felt himself in- 
dispensable to the work of the Lord in this life and who 
crushed the hearts and hopes of young men, using their 
backs as stepping stones or stairs to the seat of ill-gotten 
power, will stand aghast as he witnesses the enthrone- 
ment and inauguration of those same men who remained 
sweet in their souls through all the abuse. Oh, glorious 
JUDGMENT! 


. J NOTE with delight that GOD CAN WREAK 
MIRACLES WITH ALL WHO WILL SURRENDER THEIR 
LIFE AND TALENTS TO HIM. This Eleazar of my text 
is not to be confused with the great Eleazar who was 
a priest in Old Testament..days. No, this is “another” 
Eleazar, the son of Dodo. There is nothing priestly about 
him. He would possibly. haye been very much out of place 
around the altar of the Temple, but there is something 
he can do that is. just as important as the religious 
ministrations of the priesthood. Don’t minify the deeds 
of this man simply because his.garments are unlike the 
flowing robes of the minister. These garments are fight- 


(Continued on page 11) 
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By MISS F. RUSSELL 


events of the past four decades? The majority 

will answer, “Two world wars, the A and H 
bombs and the airplane.” But the student of God’s Word 
will just as unhesitatingly answer, “The return of the 
Jew to Palestine and the revival of the Hebrew tongue 
which for thousands of years has been a dead language, 
and, coupled with this, the sudden rise of Russia and 
the spread of communism over the earth.” 

Tremendous as these deadly inventions and wars have 
been, they are merely mentioned in the Word incidental- 
ly as signs of the times. “Knowledge shall increase.” “Men 
shall run to and fro.” “Wars and rumors of wars” will 
increase. On the contrary, whole chapters are devoted to 
prophecies of Israel’s return to the land which Jehovah 
promised to Abraham and his seed forever. Today Ezek- 
iel, chapters 37-39, is unfolding before our eyes. One has 
but to read these chapters to understand their signifi- 
cance. “Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe 
upon these slain that they may live.” The dry bones in 
the great valley of the world are coming together. “These 
bones are the whole house of Israel,” coming up out of 
the “graves”—the lands where they have been buried for 
nineteen hundred years. To change the metaphor, the 
Lord has sent His fishers to fish for them and His hunt- 
ers to hunt them, by Zionist propaganda and Hitler per- 
secution (Jeremiah 16:16), out of their foreign homes 
and to drive them to the desolate land that shall be tilled 
again and will become as the garden of Eden (Ezekiel 
36:34, 35). 

At a recent prophetic conference held in New York 
City, a physician gave a “masterpiece” message on the 
204 bones of the human body and the coming together 
of Israel’s scattered members as they regather in their 
homeland where they will eventually be joined to Him, 
their Messiah, as Fis Spirit blows upon them and brings 
their dead souls to life. In their hearts and minds He 
will write His laws, and “they shall know that I am the 
Lord.” Before that great day, the terrible foe, greedy for 
the vast riches of the land, will come in hordes from the 
north to “take a spoil” and to swoop down upon the un- 
walled cities, only to be destroyed by fire from heaven. 
“Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Now will I bring 
again the captivity of Jacob and have mercy on the whole 
house of Israel .. . neither will I hide my face any more 
from them, for I have poured out my Spirit upon the 
house of Israel, saith the Lord God.” 


Weve ARE the most significant, world-shaking 


BUT WHERE are the ten tribes?” one may 
ask. “Were they not lost?” The great majority of the ex- 
iles in Assyria and Babylonia who remained in their 
adopted lands became mingled with the nations among 
whom they lived and wandered, losing their identity in 
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religion and race until they could no longer be traced as 
Israel. But God always preserves a remnant for His pur- 
poses. When the wicked Queen Athaliah slew, as she 
thought, all the princes royal, God preserved one little 
boy, Joash, in the royal line. When the ten tribes of the 
northern kingdom fell away from the worship of Jeho- 
vah, there were some true hearts in all the tribes who 
loved God above their possessions and cast in their lot 
with Judah and Benjamin. These were the United Em- 
pire Loyalists of Israel. (The United Empire Loyalists were 
those Britishers who did not rebel against England but 
moved into Canada, leaving their homes in U.S.A.) In 
good King Asa’s reign “they fell to him in abundance” 
(2 Chronicles 15:9). There are many such scriptures to 
the effect that at different times some from the northern 
tribes joined themselves to Judah in the south. No doubt, 
many of these were carried away captive when Judah 
was exiled, still retaining their tribal identity, their chil- 
dren returning with them under Ezra and Nehemiah. 
According to records left by Sennacherib, he took only 
some 27,000 captives from the ten tribes, leaving the rest 
to till the soil. In Ezra we read of the returning Jews, few 
in number comparatively, offering twelve sacrifices to 
God, one for each tribe when they entered the land of 
their fathers. It would seem that in exile they were called 
Jews by their captors, whether of the ten tribes or of the 
two. Israel was that sacred name given by the Lord and 
not known to the heathen. In Esther all were called Jews 
in the lands of Babylonia and Assyria. In Luke 2:36 we 
read of one Anna of the tribe of Asher, and Paul uses 
the name Jew and Israel interchangeably. He was an 
Israelite of the tribe of Benjamin. The Lord Jesus came 
to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” The twelve 
tribes were all in the land when Jesus walked on earth. 
The rabbis tell us that the records were burned when the 
Temple was destroyed by Titus. 


PoLirIcALLy, a “nation was born in a day” 
when Israel was reckoned as a nation in May, 1948, but 
her real birth will come when Hosea 5:15 is fulfilled, 
when she repents of her sin and receives Christ as her 
Messiah. “I will go and return to my place till they ac- 
knowledge their offence and seek my face.” Physically, 
the land is being restored to its fertility and beauty. The 
desert is blossoming as a rose; the waste places are be- 
coming fertile and fruitful under the hands of the en- 
thusiastic young Jews who are willing to lay down their 
lives in a supreme effort to rebuild their homeland. Bar- 
ren soil and rocky wastes are being cultivated, and the 
Dead Sea is yielding untold riches in mineral salts. The 
most modern of buildings and thriving cities now cover 
the debris of sites of shiftless Arabs, and great industrial 
plants are rising everywhere. 
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YET THE LAND is filled with confusion and 
Strife. It is a land of hatreds. The Arab hates the Jew, 
and the Jew hates the Arab. The Pharisee hates the 
Sadducee, and the Sadducee hates the Pharisee, and 
both hate the Christian. The Zionists, like the Sadducees 
of old, have no faith in God, no belief in immortality. 
The religious Jew clings desperately to Judaism in the 
midst of confusion of faiths and against the pressure of 
modernistic unbelief. One Friday evening a truck load of 
food was driven by two young Zionists along a rough un- 
used road from the seaport to a village walled in by 
Arabs. Three stars had appeared in the sky, a sign that 
the Sabbath had begun. The truck was stopped at the 
gate by zealous religionists. Though the people were 
starving, it must not enter on the Sabbath, but must wait 
until those stars appeared again the next night. The 
drivers demanded entrance, and a fight ensued when 
the zealots leaped into the truck and tried to drag them 
from their seat. Just to what limit the restraints of Sab- 
bath observances can go is one of the headaches of the 
Government. 

Looking on this confusion and shaking of the dry 
bones, one might ask, “Can these bones live?” But God 
says they shall live when His Spirit blows upon them. 
Life is already pulsating through the land as the Word of 
God is scattered among the people. Many are eager to 
have a copy of the Testament, and they gladly accept it 
as missionaries hand it out in buses, in restaurants, and 
in homes. The books written by Dr. David Cooper, of Los 
Angeles, are, more than any other literature, convincing 
the Jew that he has been wrongly taught by the rabbis, 
and the truth concerning the Messiah has been hidden 
from him. These books, written in a sane, scholarly 
manner, prove from the Old Testament scriptures that 
God is a triune Being, that the Messiah came in due time 
and was crucified for sin, and that He is about to come 
again. 

A newly converted Jew in Israel, whose eyes were 
opened through reading one of Dr. Cooper’s books, re- 
ports wonderful success as he talks with presidents of 
colleges there. They ask for copies of the books to give to 
their students, and for Bibles. Some read the New Testa- 
ment through in one night in their eagerness to know the 
truth. 

“How can we help the Jews in our city to know the 
truth?” asked a young girl of a converted Jewess. “Just 
show them kindness whenever you can, and when they 
hear the gospel they will be more willing to accept Christ, 
when they know that real Christians love us,” was the 
answer. If we cannot preach the gospel to Jews, not 
knowing the proper Old Testament scriptures to present 
to them before the cross is even mentioned, we can sup- 
port those who are called and trained for this most dif- 
ficult of all mission work, by prayer and interest. We 
should seek to know all we can learn of God’s purposes 
for His ancient people and of His working among them 
in these last days. “To the Jew first” was Paul’s slogan, 
and it should be that of the Church today. 

“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem. They shall prosper 
that love thee.” This command of our Lord’s never had 
more significance than at this present moment. There is 
no peace in Jerusalem. “At such a time as this,” when 
God is again turning His face toward Israel, the Church 
should awaken to her responsibility and privilege to give 


‘sthe gospel to Israel, “that through your mercy they may 


obtain mercy.” 
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Power of the Gospel 
(Need of the Hour) 


By REV. V. D. COMBS, Pastor, East Gastonia, N. C. 


Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation to every- 
= ud believeth, to the Jew first and also to the 

reek.” 


ADIATING from the wonderful personality of the 

Son of God and proclaimed by His true witnesses, 

the gospel becomes “the power of God unto salva- 
tion to everyone that believeth.” Therefore, the hope of 
every individual and the hope of the world today de- 
pends on this great power for deliverance from sin. 

Other powers have arisen with glowing promises of de- 
liverance, but men have lived to see them tried and 
have witnessed their failures and destructive ends. To- 
day, as we view world conditions and see the nations 
struggling for power and supremacy, with bloodshed and 
destruction on every side, we feel that the statement was 
never more timely than now that it is either “Christ or 
chaos,” for, as Paul the apostle reminds us in Acts 4:12, 
“neither is there salvation in any other; for there is 
none other name (except Christ) under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved.” Therefore, if 
permanent peace and salvation comes to the individual 
or to the world, it must come through the effectual 
working of the power of God. Jesus said, “Ye must be 
born again.” 

All down through the centuries men have witnessed 
the transforming power of God in the lives of His true 
followers, and this power will not fail today when put 
to the test. The apostle Paul, himself, was an enemy to 
Christ and His Church, a persecutor and blasphemer, un- 
til he came face to face with the risen Lord, made a 
complete surrender of his life to Him, and received 
Christ’s saving power in his own life, saying, “Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do?” 

In later years, as Paul looked back at his life before 
he met Christ (and was saved), he calls himself “the 
chief of sinners.” But Christ saved him from sin and 
sinning, and today we think of Paul as the greatest 
preacher and interpreter of Christ that the world has 
ever known. His journeys, sufferings, sacrifices, and suc- 
cesses have been the subject of many a sermon. The 
power of God transformed the old Jewish Pharisee, Saul 
of Tarsus, a blasphemer and persecutor, into Paul the 
mighty apostle to the Gentiles, the founder of many 
churches, the writer of a great portion of our New Testa- 
ment, the greatest preacher and missionary of all time, 
and at last a faithful martyr to the cause for which he 
had lived and labored. Many are the thousands, yea mil- 
lions, who have (heard the gospel and) experienced this 
same power in the transforming of their lives from sin 
and hopelessness to salvation and eternal happiness. Yes, 
drunkards, liars, thieves, adulterers, and murderers alike 
have found the gospel of Christ to be the power of God 
unto salvation. 


My FRIEND, it is only a loving and compas- 
sionate God of mercy and grace that can truly say, 
“Come now, and let us reason together: though your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” 

It is only through the power of God that our sin- 
wrecked souls can changed and become saints of God 
and true soldiers of the cross. But thanks be to God, He 
is able, for we read in Hebrews 7:25, “Wherefore he is 
able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto 


(Continued on page 10) 
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By D. C. BOATWRIGHT 


OD IS THE FATHER of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
You will agree that this is a very pointed state- 
ment, and there are some who will try to disagree. 
However, it will be of little worth to you to try and do so, 
because the Word is very plain on this subject. 

I. Let us note, first, the eternal relationship of God the 
Father with our Lord Jesus Christ in John 1:1-3: “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. All things were made by him, 
and without him was not anything made that was made. 
The same was in the beginning with God.” 

There is another beautiful scripture, in John 17:5: 
“And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self, 
with the glory which I had with thee before the world 
was.” These are, indeed, beautiful words as well as strong 
words, showing forth the Fatherhood of our God. 

We note again in John 17:21, “That they all may be 
one; as thou, Father art in me, and I in thee, that they 
also may be one in us: that the world may believe that 
thou hast sent me.” Note again this last statement— 
“that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.” 

II. Then please note the relationship of the incarna- 
tion. In Luke 1:31, 32 we read, “And behold thou shalt 
conceive in thy womb, and -bring forth a son, and thou 
shalt call his name Jesus. And he shall be great, atid 
shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord 
God shall give unto him the throne of his Father David:” 

And again Luke 1:35, “And the angel answered and 
said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and 
the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: there- 
fore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall 
be called the Son of God.” 

Please note again John 1:14, “And the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of 
grace and truth.” 

In John 8:42 Jesus said unto them, “If God were your 
Father, ye would love me, for I proceed forth and came 
from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me.” 
Jesus said, “He sent me.” Can you accept his testimony? 

In John 20:17 we read these wonderful words. Hear 
them now, “Jesus said unto her, Touch me not; for I am 
not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, 
and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father and to your 
Father, and to my God, and your God.” 

God can become the God of only those who accept Je- 
sus Christ by faith, for we read in John 1:12, “He came 
unto his own, and his own received him not. But to as 
many as received him, to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.” 

Oh, my friends, note what life there is in the Word of 
God. Love it, accept it, and live. In 1 John 5:1 we read 
these words, “Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ 
is born of God, and everyone that loveth him that begat, 
loveth him also that is begotten of him.” 

III. We that are sons know that our fellowship is with 
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Father and Son. We read in 1 John 1:3, “That which we 
have seen and heard declare we unto thee, that ye also 
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is 
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

IV. Let us worship God the Father. John 4:23, “But the 
hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth; for the Father 
seeketh such to worship him.” In 2 Corinthians 1:3 we 
read, “Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all com- 
fort.” Do not these words from God’s great Word burn 
now in your heart, those of you who need mercies and 
comfort? 

V. He invites us to bring our needs to Him as our Fath- 
er;-Matthew 6:26, “Behold the fowls of the air; for they 
sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; 
yet. your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much 
better than they?” Yet how many have never learned 
this wonderful truth, and go on for a lifetime not know- 
ing that He cares. 

Again in Matthew 6:32, “But after all these things do 
the Gentiles seek, for your heavenly Father knoweth that 
ye have need of these things.” In connection with this 
great revelation, Mote Matthew 7:11, “If ye then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how 
much more shall your Father which is in heaven give 
good things to them that ask him?” 


The Son 


By GAROLD BOATWRIGHT 


> 


pen has been flowing into countless volumes about 
this Jesus of Nazareth. The inspired pen of the 


J OR NEARLY 2,000 years, the ink of the author’s 
poet has created beautiful verbal. garlands and heaped 


D. C. BOATWRIGHT (Father) 


D. C. Boatwright began his ministry as an evangelist being 
29 at Wahpeton, North Dakota. On 
November 8, 1932 he received his ordination. He has served 
2 ea, = Dakota, 


Maryla: irginia, and 
na spemuber of the nYouth Literature 
Editorial as Publi- 
serving on the Board of Directors 


licensed October 22, 19: 


the Church as State Overseer in 
ag 4 Dakota, Delaw: 
higan. He has also been 
Board, Sunday oy Literature Board, 
cations Board, and is now 
for Lee College. Currently, he is State Overseer of Georgia. 





The Church of God Evangel 





GAROLD BOATWRIG 


cc -_ wees 


we Sve wa cE wy 


them at His feet. The scholar of the Word has found an 
unending supply of challenge and inspiration to study His 
life. While yet others, the myriads of redeemed men, 
have lifted their voices in united anthems of praise to 
this Jesus who has transformed their lives. Men, who 
have been made partakers of His nature, have marvelled 
afresh every time they have paused to behold the broad 
scope of His work of grace. 

Neither the stern test of the years, nor the libelous 
onslaught of embittered agnostics, nor yet the infamy 
brought upon Him by hypocrites and backsliders, nor the 
reproach of an Ananias or a Judas has made the world 
forget Christ. The reason? There can be but one! He is 
divine! The honor and merit that is earthy is also tran- 
sient, while that which is of God, and is verily God, shall 
never pass away. 

The first chapter of the Colossian letter is to me, one 
of the most complete portrayals of the mission and min- 
istry of the Son of God. As a matter of fact, the entire 
book of Colossians is concerned with explaining the deity 
and the all-sufficiency of Christ, but let us remain brief- 
ly in the first chapter. 


PAUL DEALS with the Godhead of Christ in 
the verses 13-20, with some of the following epithets be- 
ing applied to Christ: “Image of the invisible God,” 
“First-born of all creation,” “All things created through 
him,” “He is before all things,” “In him all things hold 
together,” “Head of the Church,” “The beginning,” “The 
first-born from the dead,” “Through him all things are 
reconciled,” “In him are all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge,” and “In him dwells all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily.” In synoptic form, this is the Son of God, 
His purpose and position. 

It thrills me every time I think about the reconciling 
work of Christ. Though some of the terminology used in 
a complete study of the nature and work of Christ may 
leave us a little dense and confused, the fact that He be- 
came sin for us that we might be made the righteousness 
of God through Him, makes it a little more understand- 
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able and personal to us. A glorious thought it is, that we, 
who were estranged from God, groping on the barren 
hills of helplessness, might find help through this Christ. 
We, who were aliens and foreigners to God, are now able 
to be citizens of heaven, by the reconciliation that His 
sacrifice made possible. There are but a few simple steps, 
reader friend, by which you may be a recipient of this 
work of grace. Possibly a horde of deep, dark theological 
theories has left you wondering how you actually can be 
saved. 

There are only three categories of men: those who are 
in Christ, those who know about Christ, and those who 
have never heard of Christ. You must certainly find your- 
self in one of the above mentioned. Then, after “finding” 
yourself, you can be well on your way to finding Christ. 
Perhaps you have “lost yourself in the crowd,” possessing 
only a theoretical, second-hand knowledge of Christ. You 
may already know that Christ is divine, that He came into 
the world to seek and save the lost, but to go just that far 
and no farther is to leave yourself in a dangerous state of 
being. It might be likened to a bottl® of poison carrying 
the label on it, “Guaranteed to cure.” To know merely 
“about” the Son of God seems to create in the heart a 
false sense of security, a feeling that He is so easily ac- 
cessible, that He will be available when human resources 
have ‘been exhausted. Millions know Him in just such a 
manner. “Ye worship ye know not what.” To them He is 
just a Something, living somewhere, to be served some- 
time, but not today. 

In a land in which church spires jut into the sky in 
every town, and church bells peal out beckoningly every 
Sunday morning, it is a rarity to meet someone who has 
never heard about Jesus. Tracts are scattered like the 
leaves in an autumn wind, and the voice of the minister 
can be heard daily on the radio as well as from the pul- 
pit. Yet, it is very true, though hardly conceivable to us, 
that there is a vast body of men who have never heard a 
word about this Jesus. You need to be acquainted with 
Him personally, by accepting His death and His resurrec- 
tion as your only means of being saved. Your sins will 
send you to an eternal hell, and only by accepting His 
work can your sins be.absolved. You are the sinner, not 
Christ, but He became your substitute pay the penalty 
for your sins. 

Certainly, let it always be Him of “whom we preach, 
warning every man, and teaching every man in all wis- 
dom; that we may present EVERY MAN PERFECT IN 
CHRIST JESUS.” 


by Holy Ghost 


By CALVIN BOATWRIGHT 


Christ just before He ascended into the heavens, 

He spoke unto them His last earthly message; 

and the context of that message was, “. . . wait for the 

promise of the Father. ... ye shall be baptized with the 
Holy Ghost not many days hence,” Acts 1:4, 5. 

Jesus, as He stood upon the mount and let the jewels 

of heaven fall from His lips into the hearts of the multi- 

tude, did so with their realizing very little of the magni- 


As FIVE HUNDRED anxious faces looked upon 
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tude of the promise He was making of the coming of the 
Holy Ghost. 

From the time of Moses, through the prophets, and to 
the time of John the Baptist, the coming of the Holy 
Ghost had been foretold. Moses, with lips burning with 
anointing, said, in Deuteronomy 11:13, “If ye shall love 
the Lord your God .. . I will give you the rain.” He was 
giving a spiritual promise for a spiritual request. He was 
not promising physical rain, for in the course of Jewish 
history it rained countless thousand of times. He was tell- 
ing of a spiritual rain to come. 

Jeremiah, hundreds of years later, again mentioned 
that rain, in Jeremiah 5:24, 25, “Fear the Lord our God 
that giveth rain, both the former and the latter, in his 
season: he reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of the 
harvest. Your iniquities have turned away these things, 
and your sins have withholden good things from you.” 
Had their iniquity turned away literal rain? No, but it 
had turned away the raining of the Spirit of God. 

Joel began speaking eight hundred years before Christ, 
giving those immortal burning words that were to rock 
the world. He said, “Be glad then, ye children . . . for he 
hath given the rain.” In other words, it is at hand. He 
goes on to say in that same chapter, Joel 2:28, “And it 
shall come to pass ...I will pour out my spirit upon all 
flesh.” Then, as the world looked on breathlessly, some 
said, 2 Peter 3:4, “All things continue as they were from 
the beginning of the creation.” Oh, how wrong they were, 
for even as they spoke John the Baptist came from out 
of the wilderness, crying and saying, “I truly baptize with 
water, but there cometh one greater than I who shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire.” 

Moses said, “He will come.” Jeremiah said, “It is com- 
ing.” Joel said, “Behold his coming is at hand.” John said, 
“Now is the time.” Jesus said, “He is here with you and 
shall be in you.” Like a silent shadow moving quietly, but 
surely, the Holy Ghost moved through the Old Testa- 
ment. Only at the bidding of Christ did He come out in 
the glorious light of His own being, and as a mighty rush- 
ing wind He came upon those looking for Him, the saints 
of God receiving Him in their hearts. ; 


THAT SILENT SHADOW that the world 
would not admit existed had come at last. “The world 
knoweth him not, neither seeth him, but ye know him for 
p bw with you and shall be in you.” In this cynical day in 
which we now live, many deny His existence, but in the 
life of the believer He lives, for on the day He came, men 
received Him and entered into Him, even as the high 
priest entered into the Holy of Holies while the people 
were yet under the law. That shadow was now a reality 
in the hearts of men, and He was giving to them an un- 
derstanding of Himself and of Christ. So, we may 
think of Him as a shadow. Let us see what God’s Word 
tells us of Him. 

Contrary to the opinion of the multitudes, He is not 
just an influence, but a very distinct person, the Third 
Person in the Godhead. God said, “Let us make man in 
our image.” So, He has been with God from the begin- 
ning, not as an influence but as a person with a powerful 
personality. He is the Holy Ghost, one Spirit, one great 
Person. When Christ gave Him to the world, He said, 
“He will be with you forever.” And, as He came, the one 
hundred and twenty received or accepted Him. They did 
not receive an abstract power, but one Person. They re- 
ceived Him. 

To my way of understanding the Bible, you have Him 
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when He has you; you enter into Him. He is one Person, 
and you, a small, weak, inconsequential person, enter into 
Him, hence the baptism or the submerging of one’s self 
into the HOLY GHOST. And, by giving yourself to Him 
and being in Him, and He in possession of you, you then 
have Him. When you become obstinate, self-willed, and 
reluctant to be led, protected, and comforted by His all- 
surrounding influence, you then leave Him. Thus you 
lose His power, because you are lost of Him. 

The person who will become as a little child, be sub- 
missive to the will of the Holy Ghost, and completely en- 
ter into His body will be like a great fortress. He will keep 
you from harm. “If you drink any deadly thing, it will 
not harm you.” He will be a Guide and a Teacher to you 
and will lead you in all truths. I like to think of His 
leading me through the wonderful palaces and halls of a 
spiritual adventure. 

Every day is a new experience in being led by the Holy 
Ghost, for who should know better the beauties of God 
than the Third Person of the Godhead? The Word says, 
“These signs shall follow them that believe.” Thus the 
One who has entered into the fortress of His being has 
all the power of heaven at his call, because he has be- 
come one with the Holy Ghost. He will comfort you with 
all the balm of heaven when you become discouraged, 
for Jesus said, “I will send you another Comforter, even 
the Spirit of truth.” He is a Teacher of spiritual blessings 
to those who are lacking in understanding of the Spirit 
of God. He is all things to all men that are in Him. 





POWER OF THE GOSPEL (NEED OF THE HOUR) 
(Continued from page 7) 


God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession 
for them.” : 

Several unsuccessful attempts had been made to raise 
a sunken ship in a certain harbor. Great men, great 
ships, and great cables had failed at the task. Finally, 
a young man came along and asked that he be allowed 
to try his hand at the job. It seemed hopeless, but finally 
they gave him permission to try. He took a large float- 
ing vessel to the spot where the sunken ship lay, and 
at low tide he fastened them securely together and wait- 
ed for the tide to rise. When he thus coupled his efforts 
with the great power of the Atlantic Ocean, the sunken 
ship was easily raised and brought to shore. Likewise, 
when all other efforts and powers had failed to raise 
fallen and sunken humanity, Jesus came and brought 
the gospel of power, backed - by all the power of heav- 
en, and He said (and is still saying), “Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” 

HEED HIS CALL TODAY! 





Our sins have a way of overtaking us. Dr. W. E. Sangster 
once told an unusual story in this connection. He said 
a woman in England found a basket on her doorstep. 
When she opened the basket she found a pigeon with 
a note tied on its leg. The note demanded that money 
be fastened to the pigeon’s leg, otherwise her house 
would be burned that evening. She immediately notified 
the police who came, tied streaming ribbons on the bird, 
loosed it and followed it by plane through the air. 
After considerable flight the pigeon alighted on the 
barn where its owners were waiting. It was an easy mat- 
ter for the police to make the arrest. Our sins, like 
pigeons, have a way of coming home to roost. 


Gaston Foote in 
LIVING IN FOUR DIMENSIONS 
(Fleming H. Revell Comany) 
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WHEN OTHERS FLEE 
(Continued from page 5) 


ing clothes, and are just as honorable in God’s sight. 
There isn’t room for all of us to stand before the altar 
of the Lord and minister; some are called for other 
things. What good would the altar have been if the Phili- 
stines had slain the worshipers of Jehovah. 

Ah, you see, there is a place for everyone, and one 
place is no more necessary than the other. True, there 
may be more ostentation and fanfare attached to one 
than the other, but the one depends on the other. What 
could a preacher do without a janitor to make ready the 
building? What would the choir director direct without 
several willing voices? The teacher can perform as oth- 
ers are present to hear. None of us can declare inde- 
pendence in this work—it’s work together or not work at 
all. 

Yes, there was a place for Eleazar—a most important 
place—that of gripping the sword and wading into the 
conflict. There are many today pursuing pleasure or 
seeking a shade tree with their swords swinging idle at 
their side, while the enemy is bringing a great slaughter 
among the troops of righteousness. They see their com- 
rades fall, one after another, and still their swords hang 
uselessly in the scabbard. The wolves of hell make raid 
after raid on God’s flock, carrying away our precious 
lambs, and yet we do little about it. I tell you we should 
declare all-out war on Satan and his cohorts, giving 
them explicit orders that we will settle with nothing less 
than complete surrender. This is a war that compromise 
cannot settle. It’s total victory or absolute defeat, for 
right and wrong can never shake hands. Light and dark- 
ness cannot become friends. Truth and error are en- 
gaged in perennial combat. 


My TEXT impresses me with the thought 
that WE SHOULD NOT COME OFF THE FIELD UNTIL 
THE BATTLE IS WON. The sailor cannot rest until he 
sets foot on terra firma; the soldier cannot relax until 
the enemy has surrendered; the traveler will not stop for 
long when he is homeward bound; the prisoner cannot 
sleep when parole or pardon is forthcoming, and HOW 
can Christians find absolute rest this side of Jordan? 
We are still in the waste, howling wilderness of this 
world, with enemies circumambulating our encampment. 
We are in constant peril. How can we permit ourselves to 
become intoxicated with the wine of worldly pleasure 
when in the highest moment of our hilarity the lion of 
hell may come ravening out of the thicket to destroy our 
young? 

Furloughs are not being granted from this army, for 
the battle is too hot for such. Your interregnum from 
action is not an approved furlough; if you are not man- 
ning your post of duty, you are ABSENT WITHOUT 
LEAVE, which could result in court-martial before the 
tribunal of heaven, forfeiture of your rights as a citizen 
of the skies, the humiliation of dishonorable discharge, 
and the embarrassment of being drummed out of the 
regiments of the celestial soldiery into outer darkness. 
Could you run such a risk? When the last battle has 
been fought and eternal peace has been declared, what 
chagrin would you suffer when the scarred multitude 
that have suffered for Christ on earth learn in heaven 
that you ran when the Church was in trouble? 

Eleazar was so EAGER FOR VICTORY HE FORGOT 
ABOUT HIS OWN PHYSICAL CONDITION. See him rac- 
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ing across the field to meet the opposing army. Watch 
him as he swings with all his might, felling giant after 
giant of the Philistine host. All the while the gold wire 
around the hilt of the sword is cutting deeper and deeper 
into his flesh. Soon the blood comes rushing from his 
palm, down the arm and off the elbow, but Eleazar fights 
on. He doesn’t know he is hurt. 

I would to God that we who are engaged in this battle 
for right would become so engrossed in it and so desirous 
of tearing down the strongholds of Satan that we would 
forget all criticism, all slander, all ingratitude, and fight 
the good fight of faith. You can’t win a battle sitting 
under a juniper tree and lamenting past experiences. 
Neither will the victories of yesterday cause you to be 
conqueror today—it’s fight, fight, fight all the way. Final, 
complete, and consummate victory will be realized only 
when heaven’s gates close behind us. Then we shall 
“stack arms” at Jesus’ pierced feet and study war no 
more. “There the weary are at rest, and the wicked cease 
from troubling them.” 

And, lastly, notice that ELEAZAR COULD NOT LET 
GO THE SWORD. He had gripped it so long his hand had 
become accustomed to holding it, and it would not relax 
its grasp. 

Sometime ago I was in Illinois preaching a few nights 
in a church where an old, retired minister attended. It 
was a privilege, indeed, to sit at his feet and absorb his 
teaching, for he is a man of diversified experience. He is 
dwarfed in stature, and is a cripple. He is now in his 
eighties, and has been preaching almost all of his life. I 
shall never forget how his eyes flashed with fire, and his 
old, frail body trembled as he told me, “Brother, I know 
my body is worn out, but my spirit is yet young. I have a 
passion to preach just as I had when my tabernacle of 
flesh was young and able. I wake up many nights in the 
wee hours and feel the anointing to preach so strongly 
I am forced to get out of bed and walk around the room, 
crying, and praising God. I feel I shall never lose the 
desire to tell others of this grand and glorious way. I shall 
always advise other preachers never to retire as long as 
they can find ANY pulpit that will accept them.” 

There you have it, the hand cleaving to the Sword of 
the Spirit. He has clutched it so long, he cannot let go. 
We have all witnessed with deepest sympathy the elderly 
preacher, overjoyed at the opportunity to preach again, 
as he mounted the pulpit with unsteady step. The palsied 
hand would turn the ages of the Word nervously. With 
the gray head thrown proudly back, and the tired lungs 
filling themselves for another battle, the sermon began. 
His eyes, dimmed with age, soon filled with tears, and the 
voice quaked with emotion. It is the same voice, the same 
message, the earnest appeal he made years ago—his 
hand, though weak and weary with age, is still cleaving 
to the Sword. 

May God grant that we, in this crucial hour, will take 
such a determined grip on the Sword, the horns of the 
altar, and the rugged cross of Calvary that nothing can 
move us. Amen and Amen! 





Every person is responsible for all the gooa within 
the scope of his abilities, and for no more, and none 
can tell whose sphere is the largest.—Gail Hamilton. 
Country Living and Country Thinking. Men and 
Women. 
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The Religious Education Associa- 
tion’s 50th anniversary convention will 
be held at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
November 8-10. The theme of the con- 
vention will be “The Place and Ade- 
quacy of Religious Education in Our 
Time.” The Association was founded 
in 1903 by 200 influential religious 
leaders, including Booker T. Washing- 
ton, Nicholas Murray Butler, and S. 
Parkes Cadman. 


LUTHER ELM TO BECOME 
MONUMENT TO REFORMER 


WORMS-PFIFFLIGHEIM, Germany 
(EP)—A project is under way here to 
create a unique memorial to Martin 
Luther. The remaining trunk of the 
famed Luther elm, a tree that grew 
for 450 years out of a _ beginning 
shrouded in legend, is being trans- 
formed into a lasting monument in 
honor of the 16th century reformer, 
with whose name it has been insep- 
arably associated. 

According to tradition, the elm first 
served Martin Luther in 1521 by giving 
him shade on his way to the fateful 
Diet of Worms. The wood of the old 
tree, dead since 1949, served Luther- 
ans in 1952-53 by yielding material 
for the carving of Luther-roses and 
Luther plaques, sold to raise funds to 
rebuild the 1100-year-old St. Magnus 
Church at Worms, the oldest Protes- 
tant church in Southern Germany, 
and the site of Luther’s worship dur- 
ing his trial before Emperor Charles V 
and the Diet. 

However, ya J the wood of the 
branches and the upper part of the 
trunk was used for the carving of 
souvenirs. The trunk still stands in 
the parish of Pfiffligheim, and at- 
tracts up to thirty carloads of sight- 
seers daily. This brought the Rev. Al- 
fred Herrnbrodt, pastor of Pfifflig- 
heim and originator of the “Luther- 
elm for Luther-church” drive, to con- 
sider a new idea which is now being 
realized. Mr. Herrnbrodt has had the 
remaining trunk of the old tree ‘“em- 
balmed” to preserve it from further 
decay. The “mummified” trunk will 
be used as the base for a bas-relief 
Se Martin Luther’s hour—the 
witnessing before the Diet of Worms. 

The embalming process, which was 
just concluded by a team of chemical 
specialists, required a thorough clean- 
ing of the old trunk with steel brushes 
and chemicals, and the drilling of 600 
holes about 5 inches deep in the tree. 
The holes were filled with special 
chemicals to preserve the dead tree 
from rot and the attack of insects. 
Meanwhile, Mr. G. Nonnen Macher, 
the sculptor who carved the Luther- 
elm plaques for the Luther-church 
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drive, is busy on the bas-relief that 
will be sunk into the part of the pre- 
served trunk facing the 44 The 
bas-relief, about 36 square feet in size, 
will show Martin Luther before the 
Worms Diet as the main figure. In 
the background the sculptor will show 
the Luther-elm as it was at the peak 
of its days, before a lightning bolt in 
1871 broke its top. The crown of the 
sculptured elm will carry the Luther- 
rose, emblem of the Lutheran World 
Federation. 


PSYCHOLOGY RECOGNIZES A 
SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLE 
PETERSBURG, Virginia (EP)— 
Chief Psychologist John A. Blake, of 
Central State Hospital, Petersburg, 
Va., recently stated: “Clinical psy- 
chology has come to recognize that 
man’s character is, in large part, built 
on a relationship with ‘some exalted 
power lying outside himself.’ Psycholo- 
gists have learned that when such a 


relationship, early acquired and 
strongly rooted in the depths of man’s 
personality ... is either lost or seri- 


ously disturbed in later life, a con- 
flict results, manifesting itself in some 
form and degree of personality dis- 
order ... In such cases, one might 
rightly say that man became literally 
‘sick in the spirit.’”’ He listed these 
“spiritually sick” in two groups: (1) 
those who, with some amount of re- 
ligious feeling, have violated the moral 
code and spiritual principles of their 
faith from time to time, thus develop- 
ing some degree of conflict with ac- 
companying feelings of guilt and re- 
morse; (2) those who “lost their 
priceless possession somewhere along 
life’s way and, consequently, consti- 
tute a group of most miserable hu- 
man beings, easily recognized as men 
and women who have gone through 
life continually seeking one thrill after 
another in a vain effort to make life 
seem worth living.” 


AMBASSADOR TO ETHIOPIA 
PLANS CHRISTIAN WITNESS 


MINNEAPOLIS, Minnesota (EP)— 
Dr. Joseph Simonson, new United 
States ambassador to Ethiopia, says he 
believes it will be possible for him, as 
a layman, to be a Christian witness in 
a personal capacity in many areas of 
Ethiopian life. He spoke ata testi- 
monial dinner in his honor attended 
by some 100 leaders of the Church, 
government, business, and diplomatic 
corps. While here, Dr. Simonson de- 
posited his ordination certificate-as a 
clergyman of the Evangelical Luther- 
an Church. He served as a pastor in 
Chicago and St. Paul for twenty years 


before becoming executive secretary 
for public relations of the National 
Lutheran Council in New York two 
years ago. 

Dr. Simonson said he is “thrilled” 
about the prospect of going to Ethi- 
opia, which he described as “a van- 
tage point from which America can 
wield tremendous influence in the Af- 
rica of tomorrow.” 


WARNS OF RUSSIA H-BOMB 
POTENTIAL 

INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana (EP)—W. 
Sterling Cole, R., New York, chairman 
of the congressional Atomic Energy 
Committee, warned yesterday that 
Russia.may win the atomic arms race 
“decisively” unless this nation goes all 
out to stay on top. He said he fears 
Russia is embarked on a program to 
produce “hundreds or even thousands 
of hydrogen bombs” and may outstrip 
the United States in a relatively short 
period of time. Cole said the U. S&S. 
H-bomb program must be stepped up 
“comparable in scale, dollars, resourc- 
es, daring and speed to our entire 
atomic effort of World War II.” The 
New York Republican told the Ameri- 
can Legion’s national conference of 
state commanders and _ adjutants 
there is “ominous” evidence that 
H-bombs may be easier to produce 
than scientists once believed. 

He apparently referred to recently 
unofficial reports that scientists have 
found a way to avoid use of an ordi- 
nary A-bomb to generate the tre- 
mendous heat necessary to “trigger” 
a H-bomb. “If our own hydrogen ef- 
fort falters, as it must not and need 
not, the Soviets have it in their ca- 
pacity to outstrip us—and outstrip us 
decisively—within a relatively short 
period of time,” he warned. 

“We have no alternative but to stay 
ahead—commandin ly and incontest- 
ably ahead,” he said. He apparently 
disagreed with Defense Secretary 
Charles E. Wilson, who estimated re- 
cently it would take about three years 
before Russia has a “reasonable num- 
ber” of H-bombs and a fleet of bomb- 
ers to deliver them. “Even if the dan- 
ger of atomic and hydrogen attack 
will not become critical for another 
two or three years— a conclusion 
which I cannot myself accept—the 
time to prepare for such a possible fu- 
ture attack is now, today,” Cole said. 


More than 200,000 persons attended 
conferences this season on the 
grounds of the Winona Lake Chris- 
tian Assembly at Winona Lake, Indi- 
ana. R. G. LeTourneau of Longview, 
Texas, is the assembly president. 
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OFFICERS OF P. F. N. A. 





square’ Gospel). 


Seated: Howard P. Courtney, chairman (International Church of the Four- 


Standing (left to right): H. L. Chesser, treasurer (Church of God), E. J. 
Fulton, vice-chairman (Open Bible Standard Church), Gale F. Lewis, vice- 
chairman (Assemblies of God), C. M. Wortman, secretary (Pentecostal 


Assemblies of Canada). 
RESOLUTION 
Be it 


Resolved, that the Pentecostal Fel- 
lowship of North America, in business 
session at this Sixth Annual Conven- 
tion in Charlotte, N. C., on October 
26-29, 1953, goes on record as heartily 
endorsing the “March of Freedom” 
program originated and promoted by 
the National Association of Evangeli- 
cals. Be it 

Further resolved, that all member 
bodies of the P.F.N.A. be encouraged 
to.acquaint their constituencies with 
the freedoms outlined in the “Decla- 
ration of the Seven Freedoms as con- 
tained in the Twenty-third Psalm,” 
and that gos all be encouraged to 
personally take advantage of these 
seven freedoms. Be it 

Finally resolved, that copies of this 
resolution be sent to the President and 
Executive Director of the N.A.E., as- 
suring them of our endorsement and 
whole-hearted support. 

RESOLUTION 
To ‘President 

Realizing that America has been at 
the crossroads, and that our great 
American heritage of freedom has 
been endangered by alien forces and 
anti-Christian ideologies, be it 

Resolved, that a letter of encourage- 
ment and appreciation be sent to Mr. 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, President of 
the United States, commending him 
for supporting and upholding the spir- 
itual values and sacred traditions of 
our great country. Be it 

Further resolved, that Mr. Eisen- 
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hower be commended for his regular 
church attendance, the prayers he has 
offered, his endorsement of the 
“March of Freedom” program, and for 
signing the “Declaration of the Seven 
Freedoms” as outlined in the Twenty- 
third Psalm. 

Furthermore resolved, that the 
above-mentioned letter be signed by 
the members of the executive commit- 
tee of the Pentecostal Fellowship of 
North America, that mention be made 
of the fact that the P.F.N.A. represents 
over 10,000 churches and a constitu- 
ency of well over one million mem- 
bers. 

RESOLUTION 
Liquor Advertising on TV 

Realizing the great power of radio 
and television as media for reaching 
the masses of mankind, and acknowl- 
edging the potentialities of radio and 
television in moulding public opinion 
and in shaping the destinies of our 
children; therefore, be it 

Encouraged, that the media of ra- 
dio and television be utilized for Christ 
and the gospel whenever possible. Be it 

Resolved, that all constituent bodies 
and churches use every means possi- 
ble to oppose the advertising of al- 
pages beverages on radio and T. V. Be 

Suggested, that the fullest of coop- 
eration be given to those temperance 
organizations who are like-minded 
and bonne Wy re emma are 
op e liquor traffic and adver- 
tising. Be it 


Finally suggested, that a most ef- 





fective means of getting results is for 
local churches and pastors to work 
through their Congressmen, urging 
that action be taken. Local churches, 
church groups, and community groups 
should send letters and resolutions of 
protest to their Congressmen and to 
the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion (FCC) in Washington, D. C. 
RESOLUTION 

Deploring the printing, displaying, 
and circulating of obscene and porno- 
graphic literature on the newsstands 
of America, and realizing the influ- 
ence of such literature on the minds 
of adolescents, and believing that such 
literature has contributed greatly to 
the wave of crime and immorality 
ens over the country; therefore, 

e i 

Resolved, that every means possible 
be used to oppose the sale, distribu- 
tion, and printing of such literature; 
that every spiritual means be utilized 
to arouse the public conscience against 
such literature. Be it 

Suggested, that ccnstituent bodies be 
encouraged to have their pastors and 
members protest the p-inting and sale 
of such lteraiure to their Congress- 
men and any other effectual agency. 








Armand De Witt Baldree, now serv- 
ing his country in the Navy, stationed 
on the Island of Guam, writes home 
and pleads for help to reach the lost 
there. He wishes for a missionary, 
tracts, religious reading material, and 
especially prayers. Will you please 
write an encouraging letter to him; 
send some tracts or other helpful ma- 
terial; and send up a special prayer 
in his behalf and the lost ones he is so 
concerned about? His address is Ar- 
mand De Witt Baldree, Service No. 
259-06-61, U.S. Naval Cargo Handling 
Battalion Two, Guam, Marianas Is- 
land, in care of Fleet Post Office, San 
— California.—Mrs. Vera Bal- 

ree. 





The Department of Commerce has 
redicted that churches will erect 

50,000,000 worth of new buildings 
this year, an increase of 12.8 per cent 
over 1952. 
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“Round About Me" 


Devotional Thoughts for Little Folks 
By Elizabeth B. Jones 


H “Let’s try to learn more about God as the days go by. 

4 Each day we'll learn something new and wonderful, for 
his love is round about us the whole year through.” Thus 
Round About Me introduces the small child to the glories, 
the wonders and the mysteries of nature. 


Round About Me contains gentle and delightful stories 
and real life photographs that will help kindergarten and 
primary children cultivate an appreciation for the world 
of nature. 


God , goodness is everywhere 


H Large 814 x11 size. Stiff cover “lamcoted” for greater 
; wear. Damp cloth will keep it sparkling. 48 pages. 31 
photographs. Price $1.50 
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Yaue's 
TOPICAL BIBLE 


“ PRICE $9.95 





NAVE’S TOPICAL BIBLE is the result of fourteen years of untiring study 
of the Word of God. It is a digest of the Scriptures with more than 20,000 
topics and subtopics and 100,000 references to the Scriptures written out (not 


just references) under the topics. 
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CHURCH OF GOD PUBLASHING HOUSE 


CLEVELAND, TENNESSEE 













































Sheet Music Vows / 


BRAND NEW HIT SONGS BY BENNIE 
S. TRIPLETT 


JUST OFF THE PRESS 
“ANYTHING” 
“MY PART” 
“THE HEM OF HIS GARMENT” f 
“OPEN THE DOOR THAT LEADS TO YOUR 





SONGS BY UNCLE WHITT DENSON 
AND BOBBY PEOPLES { 


“JOHN’S VISION” 
“IT MAKES ME WANT TO PRAY” 


FAVORITES BY VEP ELLIS 
“AT THE END OF THE TRAIL” 

“MY GOD’S UNSEARCHABLE LOVE” 
“THE STORY OF 

“GLORY BE TO THE SON OF GOD” 
“IN GOD WE TRUST” 


OTHER NEW RELEASES AVAILABLE 
“SOMEBODY BIGGER THAN YOU AND-1,” 


“| HAVE A DESIRE,” ABNER 

“CRYING IN THE C tae GLENN 
“DEAR LORD, REMEMBER ME,” JACKSON 
“I NEVER WALK ALONE,” GROGAN 

“THE MESSAGE a THE CROSS,” GROGAN 
“IF GOD DIDN’T CARE,” ABERNATHY 
“HIS HAND IN MINE,” LISTER 


Any of these sheet songs are available 
to you for just 50c each. Order now and 
be the first to get these fine selections. 


TENNESSEE MUSIC & PRINTING CO. 
922 Montgomery Ave., Cleveland, Tenn. 
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LOUISVILLE, KY., DISTRICT 
YOUTH RALLY 


The first district youth rally of the 
year (church year) was a great suc- 
cess. Under the able leadership of the 
district superintendent, Rev. J. David 
Pitts, and district youth director, Rev. 
Johnny Wheeler, a most enjoyable 
program was presented by the Youth 
Department of the East Louisville 
Church. 





The Church of God and parsonage 
at Clinton, North Carolina, valued at 
$22,500. The church has white plas- 
tered walls. All woodwork and trim- 
mings are of clear varnish, matching 
the seats. The pulpit and altar rail is 
purple velvet. The ae system is 
automatic. The parsonage has a living 
room, dining room, 3 bedrooms, kit- 
chen, built-in cabinets, and a bath- 
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The meeting was at the Shepherds- 
ville Church of God, where, under the 
capable supervision of the good pastor, 
Rev. Matthew Colvin, a new building 
has just been completed. This is a nice, 
large ee of which any church 
can be proud. It compares favorably 


— 





~ 


room, with inlaid tile in the bathroom 
and kitchen. 

When Rev. Earl F. Sibbett came to 
Clinton in September, 1951, to pastor, 
we had only six female members and 
no male members. There was $4.67 in 
the treasury. On December 23, 1952, 
fire destroyed the warehouse in which 
we were worshiping, along with every- 
thing we had in it. The loss was great, 
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with any Church of God church build- 
ing in the State. We were happy to 
have all pastors, except the host pas- 
tor, resent. Rev. E. W. Carden 
brought a good message on the sub- 
ject “The Return of Christ.” 





Success is not the reverse of failure; 
it is the scorn of failure. Always dare 
to fail; never fail to dare.—Stephen S. 
Wise. 
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but Brother and Sister Sibbett did not 
ve up; they trusted God. God began 
work miracles. With the great ef- 
forts of our pastor and the coopera- 
tion of the people, we were in our 
church on March 8, 1953, for the first 
service. The church and parsonage 
were completed in March, 1953. How 
we do thank God for sending Brother 
and Sister Sibbett to Clinton, N. C.— 
Miss Evonia King, Reporter. 
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Matthew Henry's 
COMMENTARY 


Now Only $24.50 


NRYS HENRYS — uruene ca e™ WATTHEW MATTHEW 
MENTAR’ OMMENTARY OMMENTAEY crarsoy CUNRYS — HENRY'S 


CHIARY MENTARY 


A Commentary on the Bible. New Biographical Edi- 
tion. A monumental work that has been for nearly two 
centuries without an equal and is to Bible teachers and to 
preachers what Shakespeare is to > secular literature. Com-_ 
plete in every detail. Boxed. - oe _. $24.50 


CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 


922 MONTGOMERY AVENUE, CLFVELAND. TENNESSEE 





